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SUMMIT. COSTA GOMES, AS WELL KNOWN SUPPORTER OF NATO WAS THE 
OBVIOUS CANDIDATE. PRESS AND LOCAL POLITICAL OBSERVERS REACTED 
WITH SURPRISE AND PUZZLEMENT WHEN PRIME MINISTER WAS NAMED 
(REFTEL) TO HEAD THE PORTUGUESE DELEGATION. EMBASSY SOURCES FROM 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND FROM THE PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE HAVE 
OFFERED THE FOLLOWING HYPOTHESES AS TO WHY PM IS GOING INSTEAD 
OF THE PRESIDENT: 

(A) FONOFF BELIEVES THAT PRESIDENT FORD WILL BE ONLY CHIEF OF 
STATE AT THE SUMMIT CONFERENCE, THEREFORE, PORTUGAL WOULD BE 
OUT OF STEP WITH REST OF EUROPE IN SENDING PRESIDENT. 

(B) IN VIEW OF (A) AND WITH PRESIDENT FORD VISITING SPAIN AFTER 
THE SUMMIT, IT WOULD BE DOUBLY EMBARASSING TO HAVE PRESIDENT 
GOMES AT THE SUMMIT. 

(C) PM DECISION TO GO IS RESULT OF POLITICAL POWER PLAY IN WHICH 
PRESIDENT LOST. 

(D) PRESIDENT SUGGESTED SENDING PM BECAUSE IT WOULD LINK 
GONCALVES WITH NATO TO THE DETRIMENT OF HIS SUPPORT FROM THE 
ANTI-NATO LEFT AND WOULD HAVE DESIREABLE EDUCATIONAL EFFECTS IN 
EXPOSING THE COMPARATIVELY UNTRAVELED PRIME MINISTER TO THE 
WORLD OUTSIDE PORTUGAL. IT WOULD ALSO HAVE HELPFUL RESULT OF 
REDUCING PRESIDENT S OVER-EXPOSURE AS SUPPORTER OF NATO AND 
THE WEST. 

COMMENT: EMBASSY INCLINED TO ACCEPT HYPOTHESIS (A) AND (B) AS 
THE REASONS FOR THE GOP DECISION WITH THE PRESIDENT QUITE 
PROBABLY HAVING IN MIND (D) TOO. 
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